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2023, The Biodiversity is Life and

Biodistrict project was started P

around Lake Bracciano, Italy.

Our history

4
2023, Diverse Women for Diversity

Festival in Dehradun, India saw the
4 collaborative Ecofeminist Manifesto,

2022, launch of “The

Corporate Push for Synthetic
Foods” and the campaign

against New GMOs.

/ “Making Peace with the Earth”.

2021, saw “Earth Rising: connecting

rights of the earth and rights of people”
& the strengthening of hazelnut farmers
against ecocide.

2019, launch of the Global

\
Campaign for Poison-Free Food ‘
and Farming. \
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2020, launch of the Global Citizens
Report “Gates to a Global Empire” and
Campaign against false solutions and
philanthro-capitalism.

In 2018, NI assembled a diverse
working group including experts
n food, health, and agriculture to
N, create the Food for Health
A ~ Manifesto.

2017, NI exposed the impact of
agrotoxics and industrial agriculture in \
the "The Toxic Story of Roundup" \

launching the campaign against the
Corporate Takeover of Food and Health.

/

2015, NI gathered experts to create the
Terra Viva Manifesto, outlining a vision for
a paradigm shift in response to ecological,

economic, and social challenges.

International Commission on the Future of
Food and Agriculture published four 7/
Manifestos on issues of critical importance 7
to the future of the planet: the future of
food; the future of the seed; climate *
change and the future of food security,
and the need for new knowledge systems.

2003, International
Commission on the Future N '
of Food and Agriculture A8

~ e - —
was created.

N =

2016, NI co-organized The People's
P Assembly and the Monsanto Tribunal in

- The Hague

e — —

2015, launched the Pact with the Earth - a
Pact to defend our seeds, soil, water,
biodiversity, air and climate systems.
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‘ 2012, NI collaborated with various

/ 9groups to create the Citizens for Seed
7 Freedom Global Report, initiating the
Global Campaign for Seed Freedom
that expanded to 680 movements by

2016.

-

201, Navdanya
International was

founded
~
(]

——
~
\

1987, Navdanya
Movement
began in India



Year In Review

In 2023, Navdanya International’s focus centered on expanding outreach to
diverse audiences, cultivating innovative partnerships, and refining effective
strategies for creative communications. We discovered that the process of
crafting cultural tools is as crucial as their dissemination. Listening to stories,
needs, and facilitating horizontal participation in tool creation fosters
community investment, resulting in movements taking ownership and

leveraging these tools effectively within their contexts.

A tangible outcome emerged from the Diverse Women for Diversity festival:
the '"Making Peace with the Earth' Manifesto and the Voices of Diversity Film.
Participants in these initiatives have propagated our work within their
networks, sparking wider engagement. This underscores how impactful
creative communications are when tailored to fulfill specific community
needs—underscoring the importance of identifying target audiences and
contextual usage. Notably, Navdanya International's creative outputs from
fieldwork in Sardinia exemplify this approach, providing accessible tools

that amplify local struggles against the erasure of authentic food.

We have learned that multifaceted, intergenerational networks serve as
robust defenses against industrial impositions, empowering communities to
coordinate responses against threats. This experience has underscored the
pivotal role of Navdanya International's research in crafting accessible,
informative communications and knowledge platforms that educate and
mobilize diverse actors. Notably, our endeavors against fake food witnessed
a decline in advocacy for these products through persistent messaging and

diversified mobilization.

Amidst the escalating dangers posed by corporate-driven technological
extremism—untested gene-edited GMOs, financialization of nature, lab-
made food agendas, seed deregulation, and global conflicts—we have
continued to spotlight existing regeneration solutions and fortify them with
community support. The resilience for an uncertain future lies in communities

united to safeguard biodiversity, food, seed, and knowledge sovereignty.
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DWD Festival: Celebrating Diverse Women for Diversity

In March 2023, Navdanya International co-organized the first Diverse
Women for Diversity Eestival post the covid pandemic. The Festival saw
the convergence of over 150 women from 21 countries, and every region

of India. The Diverse Women for Diversity network (DWD) was created in

1997, bringing together women of diverse cultures, race, religion and
socio-economic conditions for a common goal: standing united against
the erosion of biodiversity, against the poisoning of our bodies, soil, food,
water and air, against the takeover of food sovereignty and community
decision-making. The network has continued to work together throughout
the last 25 years, with this gathering as the most recent chapter of a long
history. The festival resulted in the consolidation of a multi-disciplinary
and global alliance of women now closely working together to mobilize

resistance.

Such was the case with a joint letter issued by the DWD network against
the imposition of GMO corn in Mexico. The letter reached the United
States government, was circulated throughout Latin America and Mexico.
With the issue explained in the Navdanya International article, US
pressure to impose GM corn in Mexico threatens global genetic heritage
of Maize Diversity. Our reach within our networks has helped our Mexican
partners create more visibility around this issue, as well as more pressure

to stop the US imposition.

The global Diverse Women for Diversity Alliance during the festival, also
collaboratively drafted an update of the Ecofeminist Vision for an
ecological future, in a manifesto titled “Making Peace with the Earth:
Through diversity, mutuality, nonviolence and care”. The Manifesto
detailed the two paradigms that humanity stands between- the paradigm
that recognizes our oneness with the Earth or continuing down the path
of separation and extraction from the Earth. The Manifesto has been
independently translated into Italian, German, French and Chinese and

has been circulating throughout the DWD network globally.
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Catalysing and supporting agroecology
and regenerative economies:

Navdanya International's leadership in promoting the growth of

agroecological communites has directly contributed to breaking silos and

building solidarities between movements, as envisioned in the expected

outcomes. The engagement at the Biodiversity Festival, educational

workshops, and seminars effectively connected actors, fostering dialogue

among farmers, policymakers, students, and citizens. Additionally, after

continued collaborations with Stop Ecocide International and EU

Parliament o n March 21st, the European Parliament's Committee on Legal

Affairs unanimously voted for the most serious environmental crimes -

widely known as “ecocide” - to be condemned under EU law.

Contributing to the expected outcomes of facilitating exchanges,

strengthening cooperative initiatives, and supporting local/regional

policy shifts for ecological transitions.

Supporting Agroecological Communities

Over the last year Navdanya International has continued to support the

biodistricts movement throughout the world. These are effective bottom-

up initiatives built on the participation of citizens, administrations and

producers that put forward new development proposals focused on the

enhancement of local territories, as well as a coherent response to the

challenges of industrial agriculture and the expansion of monocultures.

For example, on June 7, 2023 as part of the educational Project

Biodiversity is Life: Let's discover and protect it together! - a project by

Navdanya International to engage new generations in protecting our

biodiversity,_Navdanya International hosted a Biodiversity Festival, co-

organized by the Municipality of Bracciano.
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This was also the case with the Voices of Diversity short film, which shows

the very women who, regardless of their different walks of life, are
already actively implementing this paradigm in their communities. The
video was launched during a conference at the Casa delle Donne in
Rome, and has since been screened at the Ecofeminist Conference at the
University of Cordoba, Spain. The short film has also been used by the
women of the DWD network to showcase how so many are fighting the
same fights, and how much global communities have in common, and
have to learn from each other. Highlighting and bringing together these
voices allows us to help shift the global narrative of what true solutions

look like, by not allowing them to be obscured.

In honor of World Biodiversity Day on May 22, 2022, Navdanya

International presented the Biodiversity is Life illustrated booklet. The

booklet written by Navdanya International and illustrated by Sarah

Plotegher shows how biodiversity intimately ties the health of ecosystems

to human health. The booklet has continued to circulate with the UN

Convention on Biological Diversity sharing the publication, in March 20253.

As well as being used by our partner Food, Farming, Freedom in the

Philippines for a workshop with organic farmers.

The Biodiversity of Life booklet has also continued with the launch of the

second on the series Regeneration is Life: An Agroecological Paradigm to
Overtake the Climate Crisis. Released for the occasion of the COP28 in
Dubai, the booklet describes two main paradigms of thinking of ourselves
in the world and of our relationship with the Earth. We either think of

ourselves as being separate from Nature or as being one and part of it.

Following our_Biodiversity is Life booklet, which showcases the deep

interconnections between our health and the health of our ecosystems
and planet, this illustrated booklet lays out how, today more than ever we
need the agroecological cultures of the world to take the forefront and

show us what it means to be rooted in harmony with the Earth.
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In August 2023, Navdanya International also participated in a Food
Systems Seminar at the University of Santiago de Chile (USACH) for

engineering and agribusiness students. The lecture focused on the key

differences between industrial food systems and agroecology in terms of

production and seeds. The lecture has since catalyzed a relationship with

the University to continue educational opportunities for young students as

well as other on-the-ground collaborations.

Denouncing false solutions and narratives, and
resisting deregulation of industrial agriculture:

Navdanya International's persistent advocacy against the deregulation of
gene editing and new GMOs, synthetic foods and other false solutions has
significantly contributed to denouncing false narratives and resisting
industrial agricultural practices, in alignment with the expected outcomes.
Through joint letters, publications, and engagement in international events,
Navdanya International effectively raised awareness about threats and
consequences, aligning with the goals of resisting false solutions and
ensuring policy advocacy at various levels. Notable events and reports of
2023 include the two events in Brussels and Florence which strongly
communicated the dangers of deregulation, precisely meeting the
expected outcomes of advocating against harmful policies and supporting
local movements to implement policies for safeguarding biodiversity and

resisting industrial agriculture.

Navdanya International has been monitoring the threats of deregulation of
gene editing, old and new GMOs, Digital sequence of genetic information
and of new gene patenting and has joined forces with partners across the
world to raise awareness and pursue policy advocacy actions against
these corporate plans. This has included multiple levels of advocacy,
research and activities all under the Navdanya International campaign
New GMOs must not be deregulated.
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Navdanya International's efforts, starting from denouncing Ecocide in
Tuscia, ltaly, led to the EU Parliament recognizing and initiating a debate
on a new Ecocide law. Navdanya International's long-term efforts,
including webinars, meetings, and collaborations, culminated in the EU
Parliament's decision to recognize and debate a new Ecocide law. This
success began with the denunciation of Ecocide in Tuscia, Italy,
demonstrating the organization's impact in influencing international
policy. Also showcasing Navdanya International's ability to bring ground

realities to international audiences and contribute to policy changes.

During our Diverse Women for Diversity Festival in March 2023, a joint
letter was written and issued by Navdanya International and the DWD
network against the imposition of GMO corn in Mexico. The letter
reached the United States government, and was circulated throughout
Latin America and Mexico. Our reach within our networks has helped our
Mexican allies create more visibility around this issue, as well as more
pressure to stop the US imposition. This has resulted in an upcoming event
on the issue of GMO imposition in centers of Biodiversity in Mexico City in
March 2024. The event has been co-organized with the Mexican Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development, the Ministry of the Environment
and Natural Resources, and the Ministry of Culture, alongside various

movements in Mexico and Latin America.

Throughout the year Navdanya International has been active in its
advocacy against the deregulation of gene editing, including
participation in international advocacy events. For example, in January
2023, Navdanya International participated in the annual Oxford Real
Farming Conference to discuss the false promises and deregulation of
new GMOs in the event, GM's False Promises: Could the UK be next?

In April, 2023, as a continuation of the Story of Rice and Gates to a
Global Empire campaign, Navdanya International was also invited by

Philippine partners to participate in the Webinar IRRI and the Corporate

capture of Food and Agriculture.
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The webinar exposing the dangerous ties and monopoly strategy of IRRI
with the Gates Foundation as well as the continued attempt to impose

Golden Rice in rice producing countries.

During the year Navdanya International has joined forces with Civil Society

Organisations in Europe to counter the attempts of deregulation of gene

editing. See Joint Letter to the European Commission on the EU Seed

Marketing_Legislation (May 2023) and Green light for new gene editing

techniques: threats and corporate interests behind new wave of GMOs (July

2023), as well as in Italy where in June 2023, the Senate Agriculture and
Environment Committees had approved an amendment to the Drought

Decree that opened the field_testing_of new GMOs. An essential part of this

campaign is the above mentioned Navdanya International publication
Nothing_New in New GMOs - Gateway to Total Corporate Control (Aug.
2023).

On May 15, 2023, as the European Commission was preparing crucial
legislative proposals for the future of EU agriculture, including the possible
deregulation of new genetic modification techniques, Navdanya
International’s President Dr Vandana Shiva, along with, Marie Toussaint,
MEP, and Blanche Magarinos-Rey, lawyer specialized in environmental and

seed law, held the advocacy event, New GMOs, Biodiversity, Food - An

evening_with Vandana Shiva in Brussels. The event highlighted what those

transformations would mean for the health and rights and food of EU

citizens and the possible repercussions for the rest of the world.

In August 2023, Navdanya International launched its comprehensive report,

Nothing New in New GMOs - Gateway to Total Corporate Control, which

details the state of international gene editing deregulation, the threats and
consequences. The report was then re-launched in English and Italian at the

Navdanya International and Terra Nuova event, New GMOs at the Gates, in

Florence, Italy.
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NAVDANYA INTERNATIONAL REFLECTIONS

Throughout the year, we have learned how amidst the escalating dangers
posed by corporate-driven technological extremism—untested gene-
edited GMOs, financialization of nature, lab-made food agendas, seed
deregulation, and global conflicts—it has been crucial to spotlight
existing regeneration solutions and fortify them with community support.
The resilience for an uncertain future lies in communities united to
safeguard biodiversity, food, seed, and knowledge sovereignty. We have
seen how multifaceted, intergenerational networks serve as robust
defenses against industrial impositions, empowering communities to
coordinate responses against threats. This experience has underscored
the pivotal role of Navdanya International's research and subsequent
creative communication and dissemination in crafting accessible,
informative communications and knowledge platforms that educate and

mobilize diverse actors.

We have seen that in order to pursue our long-term vision of diverse
movements aligned in caring for the Earth, we must continue to prioritize
fortifying cultures of resilience by protecting knowledge, sovereignty and
democracy. This has involved elevating the wisdom and experiences of
grandmothers, women, farmers, indigenous peoples, and youth through a
variety of different platforms- from creative communications to policy
initiatives and community outreach. Moreover, continuing to highlight the
symbiotic nature of local regenerative economies with culture,
biodiversity, health, and nutrition, while steadfastly denouncing the denial
of living systems, has been the angle that has helped bring together such
a diversity of actors in several of our activities. Creating multifaceted

outcomes with deep potential and long term impact.

For example, working with allies who are actively embodying the
ecological paradigm and elevating the interconnectedness of their model
and movement, while aligning international struggles has served to show

what is possible.
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Becoming beacons to strengthen local ecological communities from the
ground up, while providing a means of resistance to incoming threats.
These learnings have also created interest among our partners to
replicate similar models, showing us that the creation of ecological
communities is not just a singular event, but is a model to be shared and
adapted to different contexts that has the capacity to strengthen

resistance to incoming threats.

Navdanya International has also been focused on having our work reach
out to new and diverse audiences, developing creative partnerships, and
learning the strategies of how we most effectively do creative
communications. We have learned that the process of creating these
cultural tools is as crucial as their dissemination. We have learned how
listening is as much a necessary and crucial action, so that these tools
have a direct and tangible outcome. Listening to the stories, the needs,
and horizontal participation in the creation of these tools also creates a
sense of community investment, resulting in more movements taking
ownership of the tools and using them in their own contexts. We have
learned how these creative communications tools can be most impactful
when they fulfill a need present in a community, signaling to use the

importance of specifying target audiences, and target use.
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